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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time – A – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, September 20th, 2020 

Isaiah 55:6-9, Psalm 145; Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a; Matthew 20:1-16a 

 

 

     Judy and were getting ready for Mass on a Sunday morning couple of years ago.  Judy enjoys 

listening to uplifting music while she gets ready.  That morning she had a music video queued up.  

Judy believed I would enjoy it because of the lyrics and video images.  The song is “Humble and 

Kind” as performed by country music artist Tim McGraw. 

 

     I did enjoy the song and video and still do.  The video features vignettes of people of all types of 

color, persuasion, language and religion.  It’s simply beautiful, humble and kind to me.  A verse 

sticks in my mind because it rings so appropriate to our world today, 

 

“Don't hold a grudge or a chip and here's why 

Bitterness keeps you from flyin' 

Always stay humble and kind.” 

 

     Our culture is far from flyin’.  It is grounded by bitterness, grudges and resentment.  We are 

plagued with vast division brewing into a culture of hate.  I struggle with watching the news, 

viewing social media and reading newsfeeds. Speaking candidly, it makes me sick. 

 

     What sickens me most is the division I see displayed in the news and social media exists within 

our faith community.  I struggle desperately with knowing that.  I console myself with the fact that at 

least we are united for this hour worshipping together before the True Presence of Jesus and together 

receiving the Blessed Sacrament.  Yet, are we united with Love and are we one in Christ when we 

exit this building? 

 

“For you were called for freedom, brothers [and sisters]. But do not use this freedom 

to serve your sinful nature; rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one statement, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But 

if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware that you are not consumed by 

one another” (Galatians 5:13-15). 

 

     As I prayed over, pondered and reflected upon today’s Scripture readings, phrases from each 

spoke to me: 

 

❖ From Isaiah: Our God, who is generous in forgiving. 

❖ From Psalm 145: Slow to anger and of great kindness. 

❖ From Philippians: Conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

❖ From the Gospel acclamation: Open our hearts, Lord, to listen. 

❖ From Matthew’s Gospel: I am generous. 

 

     I linked the phrases together: Our God is generous in forgiving, slow to anger and of great 

kindness.  He desires we conduct ourselves worthy of the Gospel—the Good News—of Jesus Christ.  

To do so, our hearts are to be open to listen to Him and others and to be generous as He is generous. 

 

     A simple message became clear: Always be humble and kind. 
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     We are created in the image and likeness of God—each of us and all of us—regardless of race, 

color or creed—regardless of opinion, political view, income or gender—regardless of what we 

choose and allow to separate us!  Each of us is created in God’s image and likeness.  We, also, 

through Baptism, share in Christ’s identity.   

 

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not 

male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:27-28).  

 

     Do I behave in the image and likeness of the One who created me?  Am I forgiving, slow to anger 

and of great kindness? 

 

     I profess to be Christian, a follower of Jesus.  Do my tweets, my Facebook posts, my criticisms of 

others prove to be worthy of the message of Christ? 

 

     Do I have an open heart?  Am I open to listen to others in the same way Jesus listened to pagans, 

tax collectors, prostitutes, the diseased, the crippled, outcasts, foreigners and refugees? 

 

     Am I generous enough to give up wanting to be understood so that I may better understand the 

other?  Am I patient enough to allow the other to speak without interrupting them?  Often, allowing 

the other the opportunity to hear their own words and tone is enough.  My words are not necessary. 

 

       When people read my social media posts are hear me speak, do they identify me as a liberal, a 

conservative, a Democrat, a Republican?  Or, do others identify me as a Christian? 

 

     Come, Holy Spirit, enkindle in us the fire of your love.  Enkindle in us forgiveness, slowness to 

anger, richness in kindness, patience in listening and generosity with understanding the other.  Open 

our hearts and minds to follow you in living a life identified as being with and of Jesus.  Then, 

through your love, we shall be created and renew our families, our Church and our nation.  Grant us 

the courage and strength us to always be humble and kind. 

 

And, the Church says, “Amen.” 


