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Fourth Sunday of Advent – Cycle A – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, December 22nd, 2019 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

 

 

     My dear Friends, “… behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy…!” (Luke 2:10).  

Behold, I am not proclaiming that I am an angel—far from it.  But I do have good news to share 

with you!  I proclaim Emmanuel!!!  God is with us!  I have proof.  The eyes have it!  Your eyes 

do!  My eyes do!  And, I have eyewitness proof!!! 

 

     Two weeks ago, I was on retreat with twelve men at St. Meinrad.  We spent three days 

together reading, reflecting and pondering the Gospels telling of the birth of Jesus.  There were 

moments during the retreat when we sat in a circle reading, listening and sharing our thoughts 

and ponderings.  In the center of our circle, a nativity scene sat as our focal point.  Our eyes 

gazed upon that scene that changed the course of human history and Creation forever.  Gazing 

upon the nativity scene changed our hearts, too. 

 

    Around the circle sat men young and old.  There were Republicans, Democrats and 

pedestrians… laymen and clergy… doctors, a lawyer, farmers, soldiers, businessmen, retirees, 

students, teachers and a Baptist!  There were a few fishermen (although, not professional) in the 

group, too.  That seems like a group of men that ran around together in Galilee 2,000 years ago!  

As the men shared, I looked into their eyes and witnessed the marvel, gratitude and love they 

have for God and for those they love.  I saw God was and is with them.  Their eyes have it. 

 

     Last Saturday, after Mass, my granddaughter Noelle—in this very sanctuary (of St. Joseph 

Church)—wrapped her arms around my legs, looked up at me and said, “I love you, Papaw.”  

Her beautiful blue eyes were amazing!  In her gaze, I saw God.  The following day I was in the 

Target store in Columbus.  From behind me I heard a small voice that I instantly recognized.  As 

I turned, my granddaughter Gabi (Noelle’s sister) was placed in my arms by her daddy.  As I held 

Gabi, she looked directly into my eyes with her beautiful blue eyes and said, “I love you, 

Papaw.”  Her beautiful blue eyes were amazing!  In her gaze, I saw God.  Their eyes have it! 

 

     I’m certain when Joseph awoke from his dream—from his encounter with Gabriel—he went 

to Mary.  He looked into the loving eyes of Mary.  Mary looked into the loving eyes of Joseph.  

Mary’s eyes had it.  Joseph’s eyes had it.  They saw God was with them.  They were no longer 

afraid.  Months later, Mary and Joseph would look into the eyes of Jesus and look into the very 

eyes of God—Emmanuel!  Their eyes had it! 

 

     Jesus tells us, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be 

filled with light…” (Matthew 6:22-23).  Many of us have heard an interpretation that says our 

eyes are the window to our soul.  If we have no eyesight or our eyes are dimmed by age and 

disease, we can still see with the eyes of our hearts.  The eyes of our hearts are windows to our 

souls, too.  When people look into my eyes and into the eyes of my heart, what do they see?  Do 

they see God is with me? 
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     Over 2,000 years ago, God became man to show us we can be like Him: loving, merciful, 

kind, giving and forgiving.  His becoming one of us and being with us is THE first and greatest 

Christmas gift of all.  Receiving and knowing that gift is enough.  It is to shine through our eyes, 

our hearts and our everyday actions.  It is a gift for us to open, enjoy and share every day. 

 

     “Behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy!”  This Christmas morning the first gift 

you will open is your eyes.  Open them on Christmas morning and be open to seeing God is with 

you.  The second gift to open will be your heart.  What will you do with these God-given gifts? 

 

     This Christmas, the entire Christmas Season and beyond take time to look into the eyes of 

your loved ones, of those you work with, of those you go to school with, of those you go to 

church with and of those you meet and see God in each and every one of them and know 

Emmanuel… God is with you, God is with us.  Then, open your heart.  You will see, the eyes 

have it!  Christmas will bless you! 

 

Will you bless Christmas? 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel!!! 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives.  Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 


