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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, October 27th, 2019 

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18; Psalm 34; 2nd Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 

 

“God is good, all the time!  All the time, God is good!” 

 

     Our kitchen stove was 41 years old.  For the past two years, Judy and I wanted to replace it.  

Only two burners were reliable. A third was temperamental.  It would heat up and turn-off when 

it felt like it.  The fourth could not be controlled.  The knob had broken-off.  We knew the exact 

model we wanted and where to find it.  Last March, we went to the IKEA store in Fishers, 

Indiana to make the purchase.  But, the store was out of stock.  So, we went home empty and 

searching.  We searched the internet and found the IKEA store in West Chester, OH has four in 

stock.  Well, life got in the way.  Finally, two Saturdays ago we traveled to West Chester and 

purchased our new stove.  We could hardly wait to get home and install the new stove we wanted 

for nearly two years. 

     Once we got home, we removed the old stove and threw away all of the stuff that held it in 

place.  Our son, Ben, and I started to slide the new stove into position to check its fit to the 

cabinet opening. I noticed a front trim panel of the stove was loose.  Ben noticed it was more 

than loose.  It was broken.  Further inspection revealed it was severely damaged—so much for 

finally having our long-awaited new stove.  But, worse yet, the old stove could not be re-

installed.  We were completely without a stove.  Now, we not only wanted a new stove we 

needed one.  And, we had to wait the entire week before we could make the trip to West Chester, 

OH. 

     Last Saturday morning, we returned the damaged appliance, received the new one and 

installed it that afternoon.  During that week of being stove-less, we learned the difference 

between want and need.  Our new stove is awesome!  It’s fresh, clean and reliable.  It’s beautiful!  

Our kitchen is whole, again.  Our want and need are satisfied! 

“God is good, all the time!  All the time, God is good!” 

     Of all the words spoken and heard from today’s Sacred Scriptures, two words standout.  They 

are to be underlined, made bold and highlighted.  The two words are poured out.  St. Paul 

provides them in the 2nd Letter to Timothy, “I am already being poured out like a libation.”1 

     Jesus gives us an example of being poured out in his parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 

Collector.  We have heard the parable dozens of times.  I think it’s a very safe bet that few if any 

of us have heard it as the first hearers of the parable did.  The parable is a joke!  Jesus begins, “A 

Pharisee and a tax collector walk into the Temple…”  I can practically hear the snickers and 

chuckles of the listeners.  A tax collector in the Temple!  A tax collector-----in the Temple-----

standing before the Holy of Holies???  You gotta be kidding me! 

     But Jesus wasn’t joking.  Amidst their laughter, Jesus continues with the parable and delivers 

the punchline, “The tax collector went home justified, not the Pharisee.”  The air is sucked out of 

the room—fade in the sound of chirping crickets. 

 

 

  
1 2nd Timothy 4:6, NAB. 
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     Now, substitute the word justified with satisfied.  The unworthy, the despicable, disloyal tax 

collector left the Temple satisfied.  The righteous, blessed and devout Pharisee did not. 

     The Pharisee was so full of himself there was no room for God.  He was not wrong in 

recognizing his blessings and his good deeds.  In his mind and the culture of his day, those were 

results of his being in God’s good favor.  But was he thankful for those?  Notice what he was 

thankful for, “O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity… or even like this tax 

collector.”2  He placed himself above everyone—the tax collector and the rest of humanity.  He 

was pointing out the fault of others rather than in gratitude pouring himself out.  The Pharisee 

misses the point.  The point, as Bishop Robert Barron, explains is this, “The entire point of 

religion is to make us humble before God and to open us to the path of love.”3  The Pharisee left 

the Temple just as he entered it—still filled with himself.  The sad thing is he didn’t realize he 

was walking away—unsatisfied. 

     The tax collector was filled with shame, regret and brokenness.  He needed to rid himself of 

the junk and gunk that filled him.  He placed himself in God’s presence.  The weight of his 

burden and admission prevented him from raising his eyes toward heaven.  Yet, from his 

humility, he found the strength to pray.  In doing so, he emptied himself by humbly confessing 

who and what he was.  He let it go, beat his breast and poured out his heart, “O God, be merciful 

to me a sinner.”  He needed mercy.  He needed God.  “The prayer of the lowly pierces the 

clouds.”4  And, he left the Temple—satisfied. 

     I appreciate Fr. Richard Rohr’s perspective on this parable’s lesson,  

     If you live like the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable, where you do everything 

perfectly and you are never in need of mercy, then you will never know God! So 

don’t be too good, even in your own eyes. Make sure you always and happily 

stand on the receiving end of God … where self-emptying always precedes any 

new outpouring. 

     Frankly, it all comes down to this: God doesn’t love you because you are good. 

God loves you because God is good!5 

 

Today, will you leave here satisfied? 

 

“God is good, all the time!  All the time, God is good!” 

        And, the Church says, “Amen.” 

  
2 Luke 18:11, NAB. 
3 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Meditations from Bishop Barron, Third Week of Lent, Saturday, March 30, 2019, web. 

https://www.lentreflections.com/lent-day-25-2/ 
4 Sirach 35:21, NAB. 
5 Rohr, Fr. Richard.  Big Love, Spirituality of Imperfection: Week 1, Friday, July 22, 2016, web. 

https://cac.org/big-love-2016-07-22/ 
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