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Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; Psalm 51; 1st Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 

     A shepherd risks 99% percent of his flock to find one lost sheep.  That just doesn’t make good 

business sense.  Besides, in Jesus’s day, shepherds didn’t own sheep.  They worked for the 

owners of the sheep.  Searching for the lost one would risk losing more of them and losing one’s 

job.  The shepherd throwing a party to celebrate his finding one lost sheep and being a bad 

shepherd would have been shameful and an embarrassment.  That would have been a goofy thing 

to do!  Why would he do that? 

 

     A woman loses a single coin. She spends hours turning her house upside down and inside out 

to find it.  Then, she spends her time and energy running around town telling her friends and 

neighbors about her goofy behavior.  I’m sure each person she told thought she was a bit over the 

top with her excitement.  Why would she do that? 

 

     The point of Jesus parables about these two goofy people is to illustrate how goofy God the 

Father is about each individual person.  Most of us live in fear of a God who keeps count.  We 

have been taught in some ways to believe He does.  “He’s making a list.  He’s checking it twice.  

He’s going to find out who’s naughty and nice…”1  If God is keeping count, he is counting us as 

members of his flock!  Well, that’s too good to be true and so good to be true! 

 

     What makes that hard to believe or accept is that we forget who we are or we don’t know who 

we are.  We tell ourselves that we are not worthy, that we are not good enough.  That’s true.  By 

our own merit, we are not.  But we forget.  We forget that “Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners.”2  We forget what God has done and does for us.  We forget that God—the Holy 

Spirit—is with us.  We forget who we are.  So, who are we? 

 

     We are sinners.  And, we are children of God—made in the image and likeness of God.  

Because of Baptism, we share Christ’s identity and dignity.  Because of the sacraments—

especially the Eucharist—we are members of the Body of Christ.  Minsters of Holy Communion 

remind us of who we are each time we receive the Eucharist by saying, “The Body of Christ.”  

That is who you are! 

 

     St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo—one of the greatest Doctors of the Church—distributed Holy 

Communion by saying, “Receive what you are.”  Who are we?  We are the Body of Christ.  Our 

being members of Christ’s Body allows us to share in Christ’s power.  Our being members of the 

Body of Christ empowers us to be agents of grace! 

 

     This past Tuesday I was blessed to be in the company of one of my spiritual heroes, Fr. Ron 

Rolheiser.  Fr. Ron was a keynote speaker to ministers who help people whom are dealing with 

suicides of family and friends. Fr. Rolheiser is a prolific writer and nationally bestselling author. 

  
1 Santa Claus is Coming to Town.  Song. 
2 1 Timothy 1:15, NAB 
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Some of his bestselling books are The Holy Longing, The Shattered Lantern and Sacred Fire; all 

of which have influenced my spiritual journey for the best.  He bowled me over with a 

monumental fact of faith that I was lost on me for years.  His message was too good to be true 

and so good to be true! 

 

     What he said still rocks my world, “Those you love are loved by Christ because you love 

them.”  Is that the most beautiful news you have ever heard?!  He went on to say that our being 

members of Christ’s body gives us the power to love others into heaven.  Fr. Ron painted the 

picture more clearly by telling us, “Your heaven will include those you love!”  That speaks 

volumes about the power of God’s love and our connection with our God and each other.  There 

is unfathomable power in our membership, in our connectedness! 

 

     Many of us fear for loved ones that don’t go to Church or who are struggling with their faith.  

We fear they are lost.  We fear for them.  Don’t be afraid—or anxious or worried.  Be goofy!  

Love them.  Hand them over to God.  Surrender them to our Creator.  The Creator whom created 

every detail of Creation.  The Creator who loves taking care of the details.  Your heaven will 

include them because through you they are connected to the Body of Christ. 

 

     Are you thinking, “That’s just goofy?  That’s too good to be true.”?  Well, that’s the Gospel.  

That is the good news!!!  It is too good to be true and so good to be true! 

 

     That is why Christ Jesus came into the world—to save us—to connect us.  Once we are 

members of Christ’s Body, we cannot be lost.  We cannot be separated.  Those we love are not 

lost or separated either!  Don’t believe me?  Don’t believe Fr. Ron?  Think we’re goofy?  Well, 

maybe St. Paul is goofy, too!  Listen to what St. Paul has to say about the power of God’s love 

for us and our being members of the Body of Christ.  Listen closely… 

 

“Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor 

future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”3 

 

     Nothing can or will separate us!!!  NOTHING!!!  God’s got us!  Is that the greatest 

news you have ever heard?!  God’s goofiness is too good to be true and so good to be 

true!  Still think I am goofy???  You bet I am!  I hope you are goofy, too!! 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
3 Romans 8:38-39, NAB 


