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Fifth Sunday of Easter – Cycle C – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, May 19th, 2019 

Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145; Revelation 21:1-5a; John 31-33a, 34-35 

 

 

What would your world be like if everyone loved one another as you love? 

 

     Today’s Gospel takes us back to Holy Thursday.  During the Passover Meal, Judas left the 

first Mass early to carry out his selfish and short-sighted plans, which eventually led to his deep 

despair and ultimate loneliness.  The Eleven remained in the Upper Room with Jesus as he taught 

and consoled them during their last hours together.  The image of Jesus with his closest friends 

gathered around him on this eve of his death brought fresh to mind the passing away of two 

beautiful people in my life. 

 

     My dearest Aunt and my mother-in-law left this world a little over two years ago.  Aunt Babe 

passed away in November.  Karen, my mother-in-law passed the following February.  The two 

women were strong anchors in their families.  Each was blessed to be in hospice care during their 

final days.  Each was blessed to have their loved ones gathered round them during their final 

hours.  I was blessed to be included in each of those circles.  You need not be a family member to 

feel the immense love that radiated from each of those circles—until the lights of Aunt Babe and 

Karen left the room. 

 

     I have a strong sense of that kind of love radiating from the Upper Room as Jesus taught and 

consoled his dearest friends.  Jesus—the Light of the World, the Light of Creation—shined his 

love brightly upon his friends with his commandment to love one another—not to just love one 

another, but to love others as he loved them. 

 

What would your world be like if everyone loved one another as you love? 

 

     Do you remember the definition of coincidence?  Coincidence is God working anonymously.  

Coincidently, my wife, Judy, and our granddaughter, Noelle, had a very sincere conversation in 

our kitchen while they prepared supper this past Thursday evening—a Holy Thursday it proved 

to be.  The conversation went something like this. 

 

Noelle: Nana, you are going to die before I do. 

 

Judy: Yes, Noelle.  I certainly hope so.  That is the way life is supposed to work.  Nanas 

are supposed to die before their granddaughters do.  I would be very, very sad if you died 

before I do.  It’s okay that Nana dies before you do. 

 

Noelle:  Well, I will be very sad when you go Nana.  I will miss you very much. 

 

Judy:  I know, Sweetheart.  But I won’t be gone.  I will be with you.  I will be in your 

heart and in your memories.  That is why you need to learn from Nana how to be an 

awesome Nana for your grandchildren just like my mother, your Granny taught me to be 

a good Nana for you.  So, do you understand? 
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Noelle: I love you, Nana. 

 

Judy: Noelle, I love you. 

 

What would your world be like if everyone loved one another as you love? 

 

     Jesus consoled his loved ones by telling them, “As I have loved you, so you also should love 

one another.”1  I hope and pray you know Jesus loves you.  I hope and pray you are continuing to 

know Jesus better and to love as Jesus loves.  In the words of Mother Teresa—St. Teresa of 

Calcutta, 

 

“Love one another.  That’s all Jesus came to teach us…  Intense love does not 

measure; it just gives. To be an apostle of [Jesus], one must be burning with love, 

intense love for your neighbor… These words of Jesus, Love one another, even as 

I have loved you, should be not only a light to us, but they should be a flame 

consuming the selfishness which prevents the growth of holiness… Loving must 

be as normal to us as living and breathing, day after day until our death.”2 

 

     I think back 2,000 years ago to that Holy Thursday night in the Upper Room.  I think back to 

Karen and Aunt Babe as we surrounded them with love as they passed to the One who loved 

them and us into existence.  I ponder Nana’s and Noelle’s love chat on Thursday.  I know the 

hearts of each and every person connected in those moments were burning with intense love.  I 

hope you know that kind of love.  That’s loving as Jesus loves—with a burning love that 

consumes our selfishness and shines, focuses on another person.  If you don’t know that love, 

there is no better time than now to ask Jesus to show you.  He is here.  You are sitting in his very 

Presence.  Jesus—the One who sits on the throne of heaven—calls you saying, “Behold, I make 

all things new!” 

 

     Do you love as Jesus loves?  What would your world be like if everyone loved one another as 

you love? 

 

God come to our assistance.  Lord, make haste to help us.  Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with 

your love. 

The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
1 John 13:34, NAB 
2 Mother Teresa. The Commandment of Love. Magnificat, May 2019, Vol. 21, No. 3, pp 290-291. 


