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Fifth Sunday of Lent – Cycles C & A – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, April 7th, 2019 

Cycle C: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11 

Cycle A: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45  

 

     Last December eleven men—including Fr. Mike and me—were on retreat at St. Meinrad.  

Those were three days of comfort, blessings, and grace.  The marvel of those days happened by 

being in and feeling the presence of God—his loving and caring presence.  Enclosed within St. 

Meinrad’s sandstone buildings, we knelt, stood, sat and prayed before the Blessed Sacrament—

the True Presence of Jesus.  We were in his presence and were present, open to him.  He was 

present to me personally not only as the Blessed Sacrament, but as my ten brothers and—as a 

young woman. 

     During that Friday morning, I knelt and prayed before the Real Presence—the Blessed 

Sacrament—as I prepared and waited to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  I did the same 

afterward as I prepared to do my penance—and a peculiar one it was.  My penance was to meet 

a perfect stranger and have a conversation.  For a natural born introvert, that is quite distressing!! 

     That afternoon I made my way to the cemetery where the body of Archbishop Daniel 

Buechlein is buried.  I went to his grave to thank him for his instituting the permanent diaconate 

in our diocese and to pray for his intercession for me to be the deacon God calls me to be.  As I 

approached the stone-hedged graveyard, I noticed a young woman sitting at the foot of the large 

crucifix that is the cemetery’s centerpiece.  Archbishop Daniel’s grave rests at the foot of the 

crucifix opposite of where she sat.  With my back to her and the Cross, I stood before the 

Archbishop’s sandstone grave marker and prayed. 

     As I prayed, a thought entered, “Is she the perfect stranger?”  I wasn’t convinced.  Then, a 

second thought, “I’ll pray about it.”  As I left the cemetery, there she was, again.  Another 

thought, “Is she the one?”  I continued walking up the hill.  I reached the crest, stopped, thought; 

and then, prayed, again.  “Lord, if I go to her, she will think I’m some sort of creep!  If she is the 

perfect stranger, you will send her to me.  I leave it to you.”  Whew!  Leaving it to Jesus took a 

lot of pressure off, lessened potential embarrassment and got me off the hook! 

     There is a large study room in St. Meinrad Seminary that is a very special place for me.  I 

went there to be quiet, read and wait to go to Evening Prayer in the Abbey Church.  As I sat 

there, a monk entered the room.  He was guiding a visitor who was looking for a piano to play. 

 

     The visitor was the young lady.  The Lord answered my prayer.  And, I was back on the hook! 

 

     Yes, I met with the perfect stranger and made my penance.  She is from Memphis, TN.  Her 

name is Emily Grace.  Coincidently, Emily Grace is in RCIA.  She will become a sister in our 

beautiful faith in two weeks during the Easter Vigil liturgy in her church in Memphis.  She will 

be on my mind and heart and in my prayers while I celebrate the Easter Vigil here. 

     My prayer before the Blessed Sacrament was answered by Jesus gracing me with the presence 

of Emily Grace.  Jesus connected with me through prayer and his grace—Emily Grace.  Among a 

field full of stone markers of death, Jesus began something new in me.  The encounter among the 

tombstones became a transformational moment.  I began to become something new.  I hope the 

same for Emily Grace. 
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     The tombstone of Lazarus stood between Death and the Giver of Life.  The adulteress was 

close to being stoned to death.  Jesus saved each from those stones.  What did Jesus do to 

overcome those stones? 

     Early in the morning of the day the adulteress was to be stoned to death, Jesus prayed at the 

Mount of Olives.  Genuflecting and kneeling at the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus prayed.  And, Love 

flowed through him and defeated sin and death.  These glorious eyewitness accounts from the 

Gospel of John portray the power prayer and connecting with our Almighty God have over fear 

and Death.  The same connection, the same power is available to us and for us today.  The 

Almighty deeply desires our—your—connection with Him.  He immensely desires that we have 

new life in Him.  In the words of the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am doing something new!”1  The 

“something new” can be us—you and me—if we are present to Him, connect with Him and 

cooperate with Him. 

     A beautiful, quiet and serene place for such encounters exists.  It is an ancient place.  A place 

personally decreed, established and bestowed by Almighty God to the Israelites of the Exodus 

over 3,000 years ago.  A place where the Almighty was the Bread of Presence in the Temple of 

Solomon.  A place today where the Real Presence—The Blessed Sacrament—Jesus—is available 

to and for us.  That place is here—with our reception of Holy Eucharist.  That place is here—The 

Tabernacle—where we repose the Blessed Sacrament—the Bread come down from heaven.  

Soon, that place will, also, be in the new Blessed Sacrament Chapel (on the campus of St. Joseph 

Church).  See, God is doing something new!!!  He gives us a place—just as he gave the ancient 

Israelites—where we can be in his Presence, connect with Him, pray with Him and be with 

Him—up close and personal.   

     Come, see!  See the something new he can make with you!!!  Come, spend time with the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

     Bring with you the stones thrown at you.  Bring with you the stones you carry, the stones you 

have thrown, the stones you want to throw, the stones stacked-up and separating you from God 

and others. 

     Come, see God roll away and cast aside the stones weighing you down or standing in your 

way!  See the something God will build upon those stones!  Genuflect, kneel, stand and sit 

before the Blessed Sacrament—the True Presence of Jesus Christ.  Gaze upon your loving, 

merciful God as He gazes lovingly, mercifully upon you. 

 

Come, see and become the something new God has in store for you!!! 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
1 Isaiah 43:19, NAB. 


