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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord – Cycle C – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, January 13th, 2019 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 104; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 
 

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.”1 

 

     Judy, my wife, challenged me this past week to obey those words.  Our two year-old 

granddaughter, Gabrielle, was fighting a respiratory infection.  The medications were not aiding 

here recovery as quickly as desired or needed.  Judy strongly hinted that I visit Gabrielle, pray 

over her and bless her.  I did not respond as expected.  Then, Judy reminded me that I am Gabi’s 

papaw and an ordained deacon.  In other words, Judy reminded me to claim the graces conferred 

upon me through the sacrament of ordination.  She was challenging me to be faithful to the 

sacrament and put that grace to work!  How I often do I forget to claim the grace waiting for us 

in each of the sacraments?!!!  How often do I forget to “comfort, give comfort” to God’s people, 

to the people God has placed in my life—to serve God by serving others? 

     Each of our lives is a testament to the existence and love of God.  We would not exist if God 

did not exist.  Because we are created by God, God’s DNA is entwined in each of us.  His DNA 

resides at the center of our being.  Our souls hunger and thirst for his Spirit and spiritual gifts.  

God satisfies our hunger and thirst by nurturing, nourishing, and strengthening us with his grace 

through the sacraments. 

     All of that points to why the Baptism of the Lord is such a big deal for the Church—for us.  

Jesus instituted Baptism as a sacrament for the salvation of the world and each of us.  The 

Catechism of the Catholic Church defines sacraments as outward signs of inward grace, 

instituted by Christ for our sanctification—to make us holy people.  Baptism opens us to holiness 

through God’s grace.  As we dive into the waters of Baptism, we begin to see the depth of God’s 

grace, love and mercy—the grace upon grace upon grace. 

     Baptism indelibly marks, claims and declares us as children of God.  It gives us the initial 

grace to receive and experience the grace available in all of the six other sacraments and the 

grace that exists within the Church.  Most impressively, Baptism is the gateway that leads to 

receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion where and when we receive the very Presence of 

Jesus into our physical bodies to satisfy our spiritual hunger and thirst. 

     Jesus’s baptism and instituting the sacrament served as the gateway for the Holy Spirit to 

become available to us.  We are baptized in the name of the Father—and the Son—and the Holy 

Spirit!  Baptism draws us into the embrace, the relationship and the communion of the Holy 

Trinity.  We became and are members of that community—a community that will never fail, 

never die—that is eternal.  Baptism connects us to that Holy community—that Holy 

Communion. 

     Baptism gives us one more magnificent grace.  We are bestowed the blessing and grace of 

sharing the identity and mission of Jesus.  After being baptized with water, the newly baptized 

person is anointed with Sacred Chrism.  For those of us baptized as infants, we don’t remember 

this sacred moment.  The anointing—to me—is a powerful moment during the rite of Baptism.  

As a deacon, I have had and have the privilege of anointing the child with Sacred Chrism. 

  
1 Isaiah 40:1, NAB. 
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     As a bonus, I rub the remaining Chrism that is on my thumb into my beard.  I am blessed to 

smell the heavenly fragrance of the Chrism for the rest of the day!  Oh, it’s awesome!  But the 

words of the prayer of anointing are more awesome.  They words beautifully summarize the 

effective grace of Baptism. 

“God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, given you a new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and welcomed you into his holy people. He 

now anoints you with the chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest, 

Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing 

everlasting life.” 

     Priest, Prophet, and King—the mission and three Identities of Jesus Christ.  Baptism 

transforms our being children of God into sharing Jesus Christ’s identity.  Through our Christian 

identity; our mission is to be God's mercy, love and tenderness in the worlds that we live—in our 

homes, schools, workplaces, churches and neighborhoods. 

     As priest, we are to pray for others, be Jesus for others and be faithful people.  As prophet, we 

are to read and live the Gospel—God’s Word—his message of love and mercy—daily.  Our lives 

are to proclaim the Gospel and when all else fails—use words. Judy often reminds me that we 

are sons and daughters of the King.  Remember: you are a son of the King—you are a daughter 

of the King!  We share in the royalty of being God’s children—heirs to his kingdom.  Therefore, 

we share the kingly mission of Jesus.  As king or queen, we are to live out our royalty—our 

holiness—through serving others as Jesus taught in a parable, “[T]he king will say to [us]…, 

‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’”2 

     How often do I remember my Christian identity and mission?  How would my life be 

transformed if I were more aware of my Christian identity as Priest, Prophet and King?  How 

much would my world be transformed if I lived more fully my Christian identity and mission? 

     You can bet the next time one of my granddaughters or my wife is sick—or any one of you, if 

you let me know—I will be breaking out my ordination grace and remembering, “Comfort, give 

comfort to my people, says your God.”3 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
2 Matt. 25:40, NAB. 
3 Ibid (1) 


