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32nd Sunday OT – Cycle B – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, November 11th, 2018 

1st Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

 

 

Are you loving on empty? 

 

     Our Gospel reading today is commonly known as “The Widow’s Mite”.  That’s mite—spelled 

M-I-T-E.  Her mite was two, small copper coins.  All the money she had to her name.  Yet, as we 

learn more about her small offering and selflessness, “The Widow’s Might”—M-I-G-H-T—is a 

more appropriate title.  Because, she knew the source of her strength. 

     God calls us to life filled with blessing and happiness—happiness as God knows happiness.  

Yet, before we can be filled, we are to be emptied.  We are to be emptied of all that resides in our 

hearts that is not God—that is not love.  A heart that is empty of all selfish desires is a heart that 

is prepared for the filling of God’s love.  One that is poor of self-centeredness becomes a heart 

with God at is center.  It can become a heart that knows the emptiness known by the widow of 

Zarephath. 

     The emptiness frightened her to the point of fearing for her life.  Elijah encouraged the 

widow, “Do not be afraid… You will not die.”  He encouraged her to listen, trust and to detach.   

We are encouraged to do the same—to detach from what fills us, what controls us.  What fills, 

what controls you may be money, addiction, work, time, relationships, illness, doubt, loss, or 

fear—anything but God.  Become detached from what fills you.  Become loving on empty. 

     That is what the two widows did.  They were able to detach themselves from their fear, their 

self-reliance and allowed themselves to be completely poor, completely empty—no longer 

attached to their own strength or buffers.  They were completely vulnerable.  Ready to hit rock-

bottom.  That is a scary place to be. 

     The little hope—the little wealth—the widows had, they gave away to God.  They chose to 

completely trust in something other than themselves.  They chose God and gave to God the only 

thing they had left to offer—their empty selves. 

     It is in our emptiness—in our weaknesses—where God desires to reside and do his greatest 

work with us.  It is in our weakness—our emptiness—where we can become strong.  St. Paul 

proclaims, 

“I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power of 

Christ may dwell with me.  Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ; for when I am 

weak, then I am strong.”1 

Our greatest need—our greatest emptiness—is where God silently waits for us—to encounter 

us—to love us.  When we are emptied of ourselves we can no longer get in His way. 

 

Are you loving on empty? 

 

     The widow of Zarephath was asked three times by Elijah to empty her life: to give him water, 

to give the last of her flour and to give the last of her oil.  She was asked to give and to give and 

to give.  She did.  Her flour and oil did not runout.  When we are connected to and cooperate 

with God—a God who gives and gives and gives—we will never runout.  Because, we are 

connected with God—connected to Love that never fails. 

 

  
1 2nd Corinthians 12:9-10 
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     Once connected to Love, we are to give it away.  “If you want your life to increase, give it 

away.  If you want your faith to increase, share it.  If you want more joy in your life, become a 

bearer of joy.”2  With God filling us, we become a sources of abundance, instruments of God’s 

peace, and sources of living-water.  Then; we, too, can give and give and give. 

     When you are running on empty, give yourself away.  At that point, you have nothing to give 

but you—the “you” God created, the real you—not the “you” of your designs, masks or illusions.  

Where you decrease, God increases.  When you are depleted of yourself, God can fill you with 

love, with him—if you allow him.  By decreasing your ego, you become a channel of God’s 

peace—capable of giving without measure.  Jesus, in the Gospel of Luke, promises, 

“Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken 

down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which 

you measure will in return be measured out to you.”3 

 

Are you loving on empty? 

 

      Giving our emptiness to him may seem to be our giving him nothing.  But that’s far from the 

Truth.  We are giving him our most precious gift.  We are giving him our true selves—free of any 

attachments—free to connect completely and in absolute honesty and authentic humility to him.  

St. Paul instructs us to 

     “Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard 

others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own 

interests, but [also] … for those of others. 

     Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

something to be grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself…”4 

     God—as Jesus—humbled himself by becoming one of us.  He gave up himself completely 

when he suffered and died on the Cross for us.  He allowed himself to be completely humbled, 

completely poured out, and completely emptied.  He gave away himself so that we may have 

life, life in abundance and eternal life with him.  Jesus calls us to be like him—to give of 

ourselves for others to have life in him.  He calls us to give of ourselves so we can to get over 

ourselves.  He calls us to reach out from our weakness to be lifted up and to lift up others.  Jesus 

calls us to give and to give and to give. 

 

“There was a man who walked on water 

He came to set the people free 

He was the ultimate example 

Of what love can truly be 

'Cause his love was his life 

And he gave it away 

You gotta give it away”5 

 

Are you loving on empty? 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
2 Bishop Robert Barron 
3 Luke 6:38 
4 Philippians 2:3-7 
5 "Give It Away." Song. Lyrics.com. STANDS4 LLC, 2018. Web. 10 Nov. 2018. 
<https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/18289131/Michael+W.+Smith>. 
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