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19th Sunday OT – Cycle B – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, August 12th, 2018 

1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34; Ephesians: 4:30-5:2; John 6:41-51 

 

 

     Last week, Fr. Mike asked us to reflect upon three questions.  Do you remember the 

questions?  First question, “What do I have?  Second, “What do I lack?”  And, third, “What do I 

want?”  Do you remember Fr. Mike’s answer to the third question?  …”Jesus.”  Following Fr. 

Mike’s lead, I have a question for you to ponder today and in the coming week.  Are you ready? 

 

Are you a chicken or a pig? 

 

     The following riddle will help clarify the question.  Most of you will recognize the riddle and 

no the answer right away.  Which means, you are more accountable. 

   

Question: In a bacon-and-egg breakfast, what's the difference between the Chicken and 

the Pig? 

Answer: The Chicken is involved, but the Pig is committed! ----- The Chicken is 

involved, but the Pig is committed.  Got it?! 

 

     Now, consider your faith.  Consider your relationship with Jesus.  Are you a chicken or a pig?  

I’m not asking which you want to be.  Which are you today… as you sit in the pew at this very 

moment?  Are you a chicken or a pig?  Are you involved with Jesus?  Or, are you committed to 

Jesus?  Is Jesus an acquaintance?  Or, are you and Jesus in communion, in relationship?  Are you 

a chicken or a pig? 

     Before you answer.  I will define pig—P. I. G.  After listening to the definition, silently 

answer the question:  Am I a chicken or a pig? 

 

P 

     “P” stands for Prayer.  Elijah went into the desert to pray.  He purposefully set out to enter a 

very quiet place to have a heart-to-heart conversation with God.  Elijah distanced himself from 

distractions and obstacles so he would be completely available to God.  He went to a quiet place 

where he was certain he would hear God.  He desired to be completely alone with God.  Elijah 

committed himself to being completely available to God—to be in communion with God. 

     How often do I purposefully set aside quiet time to be alone with and present to Jesus?  

During my prayer time, my alone time with Jesus; do I listen?  Is my relationship with Jesus, my 

faith, my spiritual life fed with steady doses of quiet time and space in prayer?  “P” stands for 

Prayer. 

 

I 

     “I” stands for Immersed.  Jesus proclaimed in today’s Gospel, “No one can come to me unless 

the Father who sent me draw him.”1  You are not here—present in this place—by your 

determination.  You are here because the Father invited you.  Fortunately, you accepted and are 

  
1 John 6:44 (NAB) 
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here.  Does the fact that the Holy Spirit called you and moved you stir anything within you?  At 

this very moment, you are immersed in God’s love.  In a few minutes—by receiving the Body 

and Blood of Jesus—Jesus will be immersed in you, absorbed by you. 

     Do I take time to be conscious, aware of God’s presence in my life?  Do I allow myself to feel 

immersed in God’s love?  Do I quiet myself regularly to try to grasp the fact that I am an 

expression of God’s love in the world? 

     Your life exists because God exists.  God created you to be evidence of his love.  Immerse 

yourself into that love.  “I” stands for Immersed. 

 

G 

     “G” stands for Grateful.  The first and greatest step toward holiness is gratitude.  It clears 

away pride and makes room for a humble heart.  Remember praying in today’s Psalm, “I will 

bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall ever be in my mouth”?2  A grateful heart works at 

keeping God in its center, always in focus.  Gratitude looks for the blessings in one’s life.  

Gratitude prevents negativity and skepticism from casting darkness.  Grateful hearts empower us 

to “be kind to one another, compassionate [and] forgiving.”3 

     Do I take time daily to count my blessings?  Do I daily give thanks to God for those 

blessings?  Do I help others to see the blessings in their lives?  When negativity and skepticism 

darken my heart’s door, do I counter with a grateful heart and call to mind my blessings?  “G” 

stands for Gratitude. 

 

P.I.G.: Prayer.  Immersed.  Grateful. 

 

“[Jesus] calls [us] to communion with himself and to a share in his blessings.  He 

asks only that we unite ourselves to his most divine life by imitating it to the best 

of our ability, so as to enter into a real communion with God and his divine 

mysteries.”4 

 

     Are you involved with Jesus or committed to Jesus?  Are you just going through the motions?  

Or, are you in communion, in a vibrant relationship with Jesus?  Are you a chicken or a pig? 

     I want to be a pig—a big pig—with wings.  I don’t want to remain down here involved in 

scratching and pecking with the chickens.  I want be a committed pig with colossal eagle’s wings 

soaring toward Heaven, toward Jesus!  I want to be a big, flying pig!  How about you?!!!  

     Are you a chicken or a pig?  From now on, I bet you’ll see your bacon-and-egg or sausage-

and-egg breakfast in a whole different light! 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
2 Psalm 34:2 (NAB) 
3 Ephesians: 4:32 (NAB) 
4 Psuedo-Dionysius the Areopagite 


