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 The choice of marking the 150th Anniversary of St. Joseph Parish on Corpus Christi, the  

 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is significant for a couple of very special  

 

reasons.  As noted on the parish’s website, the first Mass was celebrated on this site in June  

 

1868, the month that Corpus Christi is almost always celebrated, just less than two years after  

 

the groundbreaking ceremony for the first church that was not yet completed at the time of the  

 

Mass. Sixty years later, in 1898, it would be determined that a new church was needed.  This  

 

second church, dedicated in 1908, is the one we are now gathered in today.  Even more  

 

significant for celebrating the parish’s 150th Anniversary on this particular Feast, however, is the  

 

fact that the Eucharist is essential to the life of the Church. 

 

 At the time of the parish’s founding, it was part of the Diocese of Vincennes, which was  

 

established in 1834.  Prior to this time, all of Indiana and several other states were part of the  

 

Diocese of Bardstown.  At the time of the parish’s founding, the Diocese of Vincennes was  

 

under the care of Bishop Jacques Maurice de St. Palais, the 4th Bishop of Indiana.  By the time of  

 

this current church, the Diocesan See had been transferred from Vincennes to Indianapolis and  

 

Bishop Francis Silas Chartard was serving as the first Bishop of Indianapolis. 

 

 In a book outlining the history of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, a very brief history of  

 

each parish is provided.  In the brief summary of St. Joseph Parish, the following highlights are  

 

noted:  Fr. Francis Rudolph, the first pastor, was credited with saving the church when the debt- 

 

ridden property was being sold by the sheriff’s sale in 1873.  Fr. Rudolph bought the deed.  By  



 

1898 the parish was debt-free.  Joseph Chartrand, who would later become Bishop of  

 

Indianapolis, was ordained a deacon in the first church, in 1892.  It is the final statement of the  

 

summary that it most profound; “St. Joseph Parish owes much of its strength to the zeal of  

 

countless parishioners for their unrecorded contributions of manual labor, sacrifice and  

 

cooperation.”   

 

 Just imagine all the events of history that have taken place in the course of the last 150  

 

years.  The year 1868, just a couple of years after the Civil War ended and the year St. Joseph is  

 

said to have been founded, saw the attempt to impeach Andrew Johnson, the U.S. President.  The  

 

14th Amendment, guaranteeing African Americans full citizenship and all persons in the United  

 

States due process of law, was adopted into the U.S. Constitution.  Memorial Day (May 30) was  

 

observed in the United States for the first time.  Later that same year, Ulysses S. Grant was the  

 

U.S. Presidential election. Since that time, there have been major world wars, outrageous acts of  

 

inhumanity, natural disasters, incredible achievements, marvelous discoveries, highs and lows  

 

locally, nationally and internationally.   

 

 What has sustained the parishioner of St. Joseph Parish throughout these 150 years with  

 

the strength and zeal necessary for the service of manual labor, sacrifice and cooperation if not  

 

the Word of God and the Sacraments of the Church, especially the Eucharist.  Amid the blood,  

 

sweat and tears of so many who have given of themselves in stewardship of time, talent and  

 

treasure is the Lord who makes all things possible.  Much has happened over the course of these  

 

last 150 years, much is going on all around us in our present time and, no doubt, much more is to  

 

come.  What remains constant is the presence, grace and power of God to save and raise up all  

 

those who look to Him for comfort, consolation and strength in all things.  It is the Blood of  

 

Jesus Christ, the ultimate covenant of God with us, which liberates and leads us to freedom.  He  



 

remains ever present to us in several ways, but in no way more profound than his Body and  

 

Blood.  Here, we take and eat, take and drink, in order to go forth and carry out the mission of  

 

Jesus Christ as entrusted to the Church.  Indeed, embracing the call of missionary discipleship,  

 

we have much to celebrate and much yet to accomplish in His Name.  St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 


