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6th Sunday of Easter – Cycle A – Homily 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Sunday, May 6th, 2018 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

 

 

     “If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love…  This is my 

commandment: love one another as I love you…  You are my friends if you do 

what I command you…  I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit 

that will remain...  This I command you: love one another.”1 

 

     Did you notice the number of times the words love, loves and loved are stated in the 2nd 

reading and Gospel reading?  Eighteen times.  Have you ever paid attention to the number of 

times you say love, loves, or loved during the course of a day?  Try doing that.  You may be 

surprised how often you do or don’t.  Oh, I love that new movie.  Or, I love chocolate ice cream.  

I love my new car.  Don’t you just love her new hairstyle?  I love the Colts!  You gotta love those 

Cubs.  Oh, I love our stained glass windows.  I just love Fr. Mike and Sr. Joan?  Well, maybe, 

you haven’t said that. 

     Our casual use of the word love may cause us to be a bit unmoved by the power of the word 

in our readings.  Does your love for the latest movie, chocolate ice cream or—even—Fr. Mike 

and Sr. Joan measure up to the love you have for Jesus?  Would it be more accurate and more 

appropriate to say that I liked the new movie a lot?  I really enjoy chocolate ice cream.  Fr. Mike 

is cool.  I really like him.  Sr. Joan is awesome.  I like her a lot.  Okay, okay; it’s okay to say you 

love Fr. Mike and Sr. Joan.  I know they love you… a lot. 

     How do I know?  I recognize in Fr. Mike’s and Sr. Joan’s love for you the same love that we 

hear Jesus speak of in today’s Gospel.  I recognize in them the three ways of love that Jesus 

teaches the Apostles—the Trifecta of Love. 

     How are they able to love like Jesus?  They know that Jesus loves them.  They know this at 

the very core of their being.  They know.  They don’t believe.  They know.  Do they always feel 

it?  Probably not.  Do they always know it?  Absolutely.  The evidence is in the way they spend 

their time and in the way they work, play and pray.  You can see the love of Jesus expressed in 

how they live, speak and love.  Truly—Christ is alive in them.  His love abides in them. 

     I see Christ alive in you—the Catholic Community of Shelby County.  I see him abiding in 

you.  I see you abiding in him.  I see his love as you receive him as Holy Eucharist.  I see him 

alive in the life and ministries of our parishes.  I see his love in our enthusiasm, energy and 

growing commitment to serve others and each other—in our praying, studying, working and 

worshipping together. 

     Love is here.  Love is alive.  Love is giving life!  How do I know?  I recognize you as Jesus’ 

disciples because you love one another.  You exhibit the Trifecta of Love—love that is 

obedient—love that is sacrificial—love that is unconditional. 

     Jesus chooses us to love obediently—to remain faithful to him—not by loving only him, but 

by loving each other and those that the circles of our lives touch.  We love obediently by making 

time for quiet prayer and listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

 

  
1 John 15:10-17 
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     Jesus chooses us to love sacrificially.  We love sacrificially by offering who we are what we 

have for the benefit of others not only for our harboring and use.  We love sacrificially by 

moving our egos—our selfish wills—out of the way of the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Not our will 

be done with the blessings we enjoy, but the Father’s will be done. 

     Jesus chooses us to love unconditionally.  We are to love those that enter our lives and whose 

lives we enter.  Regardless of the love we share with them, we are to expect nothing in return.  

This kind of love is not about what I will get from it or how good it will make me feel.  It is the 

kind of love that gives because the other belongs to God, too—although they may not behave as 

if they do.  Unconditional love expects nothing in return.  But to love unconditionally requires 

one to know—at the core, the center of one’s being—that you are unconditionally loved.  Fr. 

Henri Nouwen explains, 

 

“Only when you know yourself as unconditionally loved—that is, fully 

received—by God can you give gratuitously. Giving without wanting anything in 

return is trusting that all your needs will be provided for by the One who loves 

you unconditionally. It is trusting that you do not need to protect your own 

security but can give yourself completely to the service of others.”2 

 

     Loving unconditionally is being free to love and loving freely.  That is why loving 

obediently—the first element of the Trifecta—is so important.  We must listen for the voice of 

the Holy Spirit—the Inner Voice of Love.  Without her, we are wondering in our wandering.  We 

are working out of our “gut”, out of feelings—not out of Love.  We need the Holy Spirit—Christ 

abiding in us—to lead us in loving.  The world needs us—the lives touched by the circle of our 

lives—need us to have Jesus abiding in us.  We are the only Jesus some people may ever know. 

     The Good News Jesus preached—the Gospel—the message he desires for us to understand is 

very simple.  It is simply marvelous and marvelously simple: Jesus chooses us to remain in his 

love… “Abide in me as I abide in you”…keep the commandments, love one another and love 

unconditionally—be the Trifecta of Love.  Jesus’ command is simple, but the demand is daunting 

and necessary if we are to be his friends and bear good fruit.  Jesus chooses us to love and feed a 

world that is starving for good fruit—fruit that will remain. 

     I’m pondering designing a St. Joe’s 150th anniversary commemorative t-shirt.  The t-shirt 

would serve as a reminder of our abiding in Jesus and Jesus abiding in us.  “Team Trifecta” 

would stretch across the shoulders.  The front side would display a portrait of Sr. Joan with the 

caption, “You’ve got a friend in Jesus… and Sr. Joan.  The backside would feature a snapshot of 

Fr. Mike framed with the words, “Be like Fr. Mike!”  What do you think?  I think you would 

LOVE ‘em!!!  Well, maybe you would just like them a lot. 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
2 The Inner Voice of Love, by Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen, (page 65). 


