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The Epiphany of the Lord – Cycle B – Homily 
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Sunday, January 7th, 2018 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalms 72; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 

In honor of the Three Wise Men, I present to you the Three C’s – Comfort, Challenge and 

Choice. 

 

Comfort 

     The shepherds left the comfort of being bedded-down for the night alongside the warmth of 

their campfire.  Months earlier, the Magi—the Three Wise Men—left their comfortable dwelling 

in Persia for a 1,000-mile trek upon the most luxurious and comfortable of transport vehicles—

camels.  Herod sat on his fine throne within the comfort of his palace as he struggled with the 

Magi’s request for directions to find the new King of Israel. 

 

     Shepherd, Wise Man and King were each invited by God to draw near to him.  None of their 

lives were the same upon receiving God’s personal invitation to encounter him.  So what?  So, 

what happened next?  The encounter with the invitation, and the eventual encounter with God-

made-man—Jesus—did not result in immediate transformation for any of them.  The experiences 

the shepherds, the wise men and King Herod had of the Epiphany—of the revelation of God’s 

physical presence—were not realized for quite some time after their initial encounters with 

God’s personal invitation.  Their epiphanies happened later. 

 

Challenge. 

     The certain poor shepherds rose from the comfort of their warmth and sleep, overcame their 

fear of the multitude of angels, gathered their flocks and went.  They accepted the challenge and 

took on the risk of moving their flocks amid the dangers of the darkness—robbers, predators and 

sheep getting separated.   

 

     The Wise Men may have not seemed so wise to their own people when they announced they 

were leaving home to follow a star.  Yet, they went.  They accepted the challenges of a long 

journey amidst not-so-friendly lands and took on the risk of being perceived as not-so-wise men.   

 

     Herod stayed put.  He did not accept the challenge.  He did not allow himself the opportunity 

to encounter uncertainty and follow something he did not understand.  He chose not to risk his 

kingly status, which he believed was threatened. 

 

Choice. 

     I wonder if the shepherds’ choice to accept the angel’s invitation and their encounter with the 

Holy Family resulted in one their sons or nephews later becoming one of the Apostles?  Hearing 

the details of his father’s or uncle’s experience told over and over of that very first Christmas, 

may have equipped the son or nephew to recognize Jesus when he called certain men to become 

fishers-of-men.  The faith of the father or uncle may have opened the boy’s heart to Jesus years 

before he personally encountered Jesus.  I wonder if my faith was handed-on to me through the 

centuries from one of those shepherd boys.  Maybe yours was?! 

 

     Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior were “Three Kings of Orient … bearing gifts to traverse 

afar”—the three wise men—whom followed the “wandering star”—the star of wonder, star of 

night, Star with royal beauty bright” … a beacon leading to the Truth.  The three pagan 
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astrologers and priests chose to look to the stars as a way of learning Truth.  Their vigilant eyes 

and open hearts and minds allowed them to recognize the revelation of the Star.  They chose to 

pursue it rather than being held down by rigidity to the rules and traditions of their religion.  

When Truth was revealed to them, they recognized it and went with grateful and generous hearts 

to meet it.  Why else would they invest themselves in such a hard journey bearing and risking 

very expensive gifts and their lives?   

 

     Years later these wise men of the East received an exceptional gift from a visitor from the 

West.  According to tradition, the three kings were baptized by St. Thomas the Apostle.  I wonder 

if St. Thomas was the son or nephew of one of the shepherds.  How fitting it is that the Holy 

Spirit would send an Apostle on a 1,000-mile mission bearing the gift of baptism to the three 

wise men whom the Church bestowed the title of saint—Saint Balthasar, Saint Caspar and Saint 

Melchior whose Feast Day is July 23rd. 

 

     King Herod chose not to open his heart to God’s personal invitation nor the example of the 

three “kings” from the Orient.  His discomfort and self-centeredness would drive him to slaying 

innocent children in order to retain his comfort and control of the throne.  I wonder if his 

paranoia and depression would have been cured if he chose to surrender to seeking the Truth as 

did the kings from the Orient.  Imagine the condition of his heart if he had went to Bethlehem 

with the other Three Kings and knelt with them before the newborn king of the Jews.  Imagine 

how much different his son’s encounter with Jesus thirty-three years later—on Good Friday—

would have been. 

 

Comfort, Challenge and Choice. 

     We need not pack-up and travel to some far way place to find God or for God to find us.  St. 

Augustine tells us, “it is not by journeying but by loving that we draw near to God.”  We need to 

travel no farther than the boundaries of our own hearts; then, extend those boundaries to loving 

more of who and what God loves—Everyone and Everything.  We can be like the lowly 

shepherds and the lofty three wise men whom discovered “this physical world is the hiding place 

of God and the revelation place of God! …  We are totally surrounded and infused by God.  All 

we [need] do is allow, trust, and finally rest in [that Truth], which is indeed why we are “saved” 

by faith—faith that this [is the Truth].”1 

 

     Where in your life are you too comfortable?  Where in your life are you currently being 

challenged to grow, to move beyond your comfort zone?  The challenge may be God’s way of 

inviting you to a deeper understanding of who you are, to a more intimate relationship with Him 

and to more readily recognizing Truth… his Truth.  How will you choose to respond to the 

challenge?   

 

     In some way, you will be challenged to change, to surrender something of yourself.  Be ready 

to offer whatever that is to God.  Remember… you cannot out-give him.  Remember … he will 

not enter any heart that is not open to him.  What would be the consequences of holding on to 

where you are—or the consequences of free-falling into God’s love? 

 

Your epiphany awaits.  The choice is yours. 

 

The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

 

  
1 Rohr, Richard, Where Is God?, Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation, Friday, January 5, 2018. 


