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26th Sunday OT – Cycle A – Homily 
Deacon Thomas Hill 
St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 
Sunday, October 1st, 2017 
Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 
     Which one of the two brothers are you alike?  Which of the brothers do you think did their 
Father’s will?  Why?  Ponder that for a moment. 
 
     I am similar to both brothers.  Like them, I have resisted our Father’s invitation to work in his 
vineyard alongside Him and others.  Like them, I have resisted the One whom finds me—each of 
us—irresistible and is madly in love with us.1 
 
     The vineyard is a symbol of my relationship with God.  It is the place where I can work and 
cooperate with our Father in tending the fruit of our relationship—Love.  With that image in 
mind, I pondered the condition of the vines, the ripeness of the fruit, the eventual abundance or 
scarcity of the harvest and the quality of the yield.  Fortunately, all of that does not depend on my 
effort alone.  God gave me—each of us—four tools and waits to work with me.  He does not 
command my use of the four tools.  But he does stand at the ready to help and guide.  “Good and 
upright is the LORD, who shows sinners the way, guides the humble rightly, and teaches the 
humble the way.”2 
 
     Do you have an idea as to what the four tools are?  Here’s a hint—S.O.A.P.  Hopefully, after 
listening to this homily we will remember the four tools each time we use soap—hand soap, face 
soap, bath soap, dish soap, laundry soap, car wash soap, watch a soap opera—or encounter soap 
in anyway.  May soap lead to us closer to God!  And, a cleaner way of life! 
 
     “S” stands for Surrender.  God waits for us to surrender our self-direction, self-reliance and 
self-centeredness, turn to him, realize he loves us and accept the grace that comes from the knee-
buckling conversion.  The Creator of my life—all life, the existence of everything—loves me as 
if I am the only being he ever created.  All of me, all that I have and all that I know is possible 
exists because God made it so.  Without God, I am not.  How can I not surrender to his love and 
mercy? 
 
     “O” stands for Obedience.  Obedience is an unpopular word in our culture.  It is viewed as 
meekness, submissiveness and weakness.  Unfortunately, our culture does not know it’s true 
meaning.  The Latin root of the verb means to listen.  Do I listen for and to God?  How well and 
often do I?  How well do I follow what I hear?  Am I aware of God’s presence in my daily life?  
Listen to the recent, simple and true witness of obedience from a fellow member of our 
community. 
 

“I was on the fence about [joining the Resisting Happiness book study], then 
yesterday [I] stopped into the Shelbyville Goodwill. There—in the book section—
staring me in the face was a copy of Matthew Kelly's Resisting Happiness.  I 
guess God is of the opinion that I need this… by the way ... I bought the book.”3 
 
 

   
1 Dane, Rev. James E. Pastor, St. Thomas by the Sea Parish, Orange Beach, AL, USA 
2 Psalm 25:8‐9, NAB 
3 Parishioner’s email message. August 30, 2017 
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     Our sister’s witness is a marvelous example of encountering God’s invitation to a 
greater relationship with him.  She was resistant.  BUT, she was open and listened.  She 
surrendered, is on the path of obedience and on her way with the third virtue, which 
begins with “A”. 
 
     “A” stands for Acceptance.  Surely surrender and obedience are enough!  Nope.  Surrender 
and obedience are accompanied by struggle, doubt, setbacks, heartache and—yes—even 
suffering.  If we are truly open to God’s mercy and love, we will be challenged to remember that 
God is with us and for us.  Will I accept that challenge and remain open and patient to accept 
God’s grace?  He will sustain us with his grace to endure the obstacles we will encounter.  We 
have his Son to look to as our example and hope.  “[Jesus] humbled himself, becoming obedient 
to death, even death on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly exalted him…”4  Jesus accepted the 
Cross.  Do I or will I accept mine? 
 
     “P” stands for prayer—the most important ingredient of S.O.A.P.  Prayer binds Surrender, 
Obedience and Acceptance together.  Prayer is the key component to relationship with God.  
Prayer—in many ways—is our vineyard.  It is the space where we are to be the most intimate 
with God.  It is the place where surrender deepens—where obedience is focused—where 
acceptance is strengthened and renewed.  It is the vineyard where serenity blossoms.  The place 
where I can… 
 

[Live] one day at a time;  
[enjoy] one moment at a time;  

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
taking, as [Jesus] did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  
trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will;  
that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him 
forever in the next.5 

 
     S.O.A.P. is not a one-time event.  S.O.A.P. is a life-time process that can begin as soon as 
now.  It is not guaranteed to make life easier.  It is guaranteed to change your life for the best.  
Today, the Father invites us to work in his vineyard.  But before we get to work, he invites us to 
rinse off our resistance, have a relaxing bath in his love and begin using a little bit of S.O.A.P. 
 
The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 
          The Church says, “Amen.” 

   
4 Philippians 2:8‐9, NAB 
5 Excerpt from the “Serenity Prayer”. Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971). 


