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Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord – Homily 

Sunday, August 6th, 2017 

Deacon Thomas Hill 

St. Joseph Church, Shelbyville, IN 

Daniel 7:9-10; Psalm 97; 2nd Letter of Peter 1:16-19; Matthew 17:1-9 

 

     “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 

     The gospel writer surely understates Peter’s being astounded, overwhelmed and vastly excited. 

Looking at the text of Matthew’s Gospel I noticed there isn’t even an exclamation mark punctuating, 

“Lord, it is good for us to be here.”1 What?! If I were Peter, my head would have felt like it would 

explode! The three Apostles beheld the brilliant glow of the glorified Jesus whose heart burned 

intensely because of the Father’s love for him and his love for the Father. Jesus was—to quote Elvis 

Presley—“a hunk, a hunk of burning love!!!” “His face shown like the sun and his clothes became 

white as light.”2 Then, Moses and Elijah show up! Do you agree that is mind-blowing stuff?!!! 

     Few of us—if any of us—have experienced such an event. If you have, please, see me after Mass. I 

have some questions. Yet, I think it is fair to say that many of us have enjoyed and will enjoy mountain 

top experiences—maybe not to the degree of what Peter, James and John experienced. And—each time 

we do, 

     “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” 

     May I have our grade school, middle school and high school youth stand, please? 

     A show of hands… Who likes going to school five days a week for ten months of the year? Who 

likes two months of summer vacation? Who enjoys ten months of school more than two months of 

summer vacation? Who enjoys two months of summer vacation more than ten months of school? – 

Thank you for participating in my scientific study. Please, be seated. (Assuming the majority do prefer 

summer vacation…) 

     Therefore, I theorize summer vacation is a mountain top experience our young people prefer over 

the valley experience of school. Kids, I’m right there with you. I have been bummed all week because 

school is back in session. For me, summer is over. Time to come down from the mountain into the 

valley of homework—readin’, writin’, ‘rithmetic and—tears. 

     I remember long summer days as a child… playing baseball all day; then, playing outside during 

the cooling of the evening, chasing fireflies, listening to the tree frogs, playing flash light tag and 

Ghost in the Graveyard… Then, came the dreaded call. Mom standing on the back porch—summoning 

us—“Kids, it’s time to get ready for bed.” Gosh, I enjoyed those times. I remember wishing the 

summer days would never end. 

     Lord, it was good to be there. 

     I think of other mountain top experiences of my life; graduations, our wedding day, the births of our 

children and grandchildren, Baptisms, First Reconciliations, First Holy Communions, Confirmations 

and the wedding days of our children… New jobs for my family members and for me. I think of my 

Ordination Day. Jesus was with us on each mountain top. And…the descent from each mountain 

quickly followed. 

     But it is the valley experiences and the mountain climbing experiences that make us docile—

teachable—that open us. These are the times we take up our crosses and move forward in faith. These 

are the experiences that humble us, that—in some ways—compel us to come to grips with our 

humanity and appeal to the divine, to open ourselves to grace and make room for it. These are the 

moments that push our pride, our egos out of the way—that make room for Jesus and open our ears 

and hearts to his word. These are the times when we are most open to behold God’s son and “Listen to 

Him.”  Listen for a moment as Pope Francis reflects upon the Transfiguration. 

     “There up on the mount … Our Father said this to these Apostles, and says it to us as 

  
1 Matthew 17:4, NAB 
2 Matthew 17:2, NAB 
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well: ‘listen to Jesus, because he is my beloved Son’… God the Father says it to 

everyone: to me, to you, to everyone, all people! It is like an aid for going forward on 

the path of [life]. ‘Listen to Jesus!’ Don’t forget. 

     This invitation from the Father is very important. We, the disciples of Jesus, are 

called to be people who listen to his voice and take his words seriously… Follow Jesus 

in order to listen to him. But also let us listen to Jesus in his written Word, in the 

Gospel…”3 

     Mountain top experiences are not so much about our becoming as they are about our listening, 

paying attention and being—being aware of who we are—who I am. Those are experiences of 

realizing we are good—we are faithful—we are blessed—that God is with us and it is good to be there. 

As much as we desire to stay on the mountain top, we can’t. Life—our path—directs our descent and 

saddles us with our crosses. Under the weight of the cross, we stumble down the mountain, sliding into 

and trudging through the mud, muck and mire of the valley. Yet the path continues with the ascent of 

the next mount. These descents and ascents are the experiences that form us into being better husbands, 

wives, sons, daughters, priests, nuns, deacons … better citizens of Earth and children of God. 

     My wedding day did not impart all of the wisdom, understanding and love I need to be the husband 

and father God calls me to be. The day after my wedding day, the next day, and the day after that—the 

37 years since—have blessed and continue to bless me with the needed wisdom, understanding and 

love. My ordination day did not teach me everything I need to be the deacon God calls me to be. But, 

every day since has and will. Being aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit, being aware of the graces 

the sacraments nestle within me, being aware that I am from love, of love, by love and for love help 

me to carry the cross and transform me. In essence, Love transforms me!!! 

     “[St. Thomas] Aquinas says that it was fitting that Christ be manifested in his glory 

because those who are walking an arduous path need a clear sense of the goal of their 

journey. The arduous path is this life, with all of its attendant sufferings, failures, 

setbacks, disappointments, and injustices, and its goal is heavenly glory, fullness of life 

with God, the transformation of our bodies. 

     As he makes his way toward the cross, Jesus accordingly allows, for a brief time, his 

glory to shine through, the radiance of his divinity to appear. We are not meant finally 

for this world. [The Transfiguration] event is meant to awaken our sense of wonder at 

the world to come. 

     Who gets access to the glory of Jesus? Those who are tied to him through love.”4 

     The Transfiguration fixed in the Apostles and can fix in us the desire to be like Jesus and with Jesus 

forever. That starts with listening to his call for us to “rise” and let go of our fears… trusting in his love 

and guidance… by being obedient to the Father’s voice, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased: Listen to Him”5 and become “a hunk, a hunk of burning love.” 

     “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 

     Lord Jesus, we are grateful you are here with us—on our way, our path to being like you and with 

you forever; forever basking in the glow of love—like being on summer vacation forever. 

 

     The LORD gives and the LORD gives and the LORD gives. Blessed be the LORD. 

          The Church says, “Amen.” 

  
3 Pope Francis’ Angelus Message on the Transfiguration, Second Sunday of Lent. March 16, 2014. http://www.missionsandiego.org/pope-francis-2014-

angelus-message-on-the-transfiguration/ 
4 The Meaning of the Transfiguration. Reflection by Fr. Robert Barron. https://tsahaylu.blogspot.com/2015/03/lent-reflection-by-fr-robert-barron.html 
5 Matthew 17:5, NAB 


